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Slovakia




officially the Slovak Republic is a landlocked country in
Central Europe. It is bordered by Poland to the north,
Ukraine to the east, the Czech Republic to the west,
Hungary to the south, and Austria to the southwest.
Slovakia's territory spans about 49,000 square kilomeftres
and is mostly mountainous. The population is over 5.4
million and consists mostly of Slovaks. The capital and
largest city is Bratislava, second largest city is Kosice. The
official language is Slovak. -




The Slavs arrivedin the territory of present-day Slovakiain the 5th and éth
centuries. In the 7th century, they played a significant role in the creation
of Samo's Empire and in the 9th century established the Principality of
Nitra. In the 10th century, the fterritory wasintegratedinto the Kingdom of
Hungary whereby present-day Slovakiaformed its northern part. After
World War | and the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the
Slovaks and Czechs established Czechoslovakia (1918-1939). A separate
(First) Slovak Republic (1939-1945) existed during World War Il as a
totalitarian one-party client state of Nazi Germany. At the end of World
War ll, Czechoslovakia liberated by the Allieswas re-established as an
iIndependent country. A coup in 1948 ushered in a totalitarian one-party
state under the Communistregime during whose rule the country existed
as a satellite of the Soviet Union.In 1989, the Velvet Revolutionended the
Communist rule in Czechoslovakia. Slovakiabecame an independent
state on 1 January 1993 after the peaceful dissolution of Czechoslovakia,
sometimesknown as the VelvetDivorce. [}



Bratislava
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Bratislavais the capital of Slovakia. With a population of about 450,000, itis
one of the smaller capitals of Europe but still the country'slargest city. The
greater metropolitan area is home to more than 650,000 people. Bratislava
Is in southwestern Slovakia, occupying both banks of the River Danube and
the left bank of the River Morava. Bordering Austria and Hungary, it is the
only national capital that borders two sovereign states.

The city's history has been strongly influenced by people of different nations
and religions, namely (in alphabetical order) Austrians, Bulgarians, Croats,
Czechs, Germans, Hungarians, Jews, Serbs[5] and Slovaks.[6] It was the
coronationsite and legislative center of the Kingdom of Hungary from 1536
to 1783,and has been home to many Slovak, Hungarian and German
historical figures. I



Bratislavais the political, cultural and economic centre of Slovakia. It is the
seat of the Slovak president, the parlioment and the Slovak Executive. It has
severaluniversities, and many museums, theatres, galleriesand other
cultural and educational institutions. Many of Slov akia's large businesses
and financial institutions have headquarters there.

In 2017, Bratislavawas ranked as the third richestregion of the European
Union by GDP per capita (after Haomburg and Luxembourg City). GDP at
purchasing power parity is about three times higher than in other Slovak
regions.



Kosice

KosSice isthe largest city in eastern Slovakia andin 2013 was the European
Capital of Culture (togetherwith Marseille, France). It is situated on the river
Horndd at the eastern reaches of the Slovak Ore Mountains, near the border
with Hungary. With a population of approximately 240,000 KosSice is the second
largest city in Slovakia after the capital Braftislava.

Being the economic and cultural centre of eastern Slovakia, Kosice is the seat
of the Kosice Region and Kosice Self-governing Region, the Slovak
Constitutional Court, three universities, various dioceses, and many museums,
galleries, and theatres. KoSice is an important industrial centre of Slovakia, and
the U.S. Steel Kosice steel mill is the largest employerin the city. The town has
extensive railway connections and an international airport.



= The city has a well-preserved historical centre, whichis the largest among
Slovak towns. There are many heritage protected buildingsin Gothic,
Renaissance, Baroque, and Art Nouveau styles with Slovakia's largest
church:the St. Elisabeth Cathedral. The long main street, immed with
aristocratic palaces, Catholic churches, and townsfolk's houses, is a thriving
pedestrian zone with many boutiques, cafés, and restaurants. The city is

well known as the first settlementin Europe to be granted its own coat-of-
arms.
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= PresSov is a city in Eastern Slovakia. It is a seat of the administrative PreSov
Region and Saris as well as the historic Szepes County of the Kingdom of
Hungary. With a population of approximately 91,352, itis the third-largest
city in Slovakia. It lends its name to the Eperjes-Tokaj Hill-Chain.There are
many tourist aftractions in Presov such as castles, pools and the old town.




The first written mentionis from 1247 . Several authors tried to derive the
name from Hungarian: eper - a strawberry. The theory was questionedin
1940s and newer Slovak works suggests a derivation from Slavic personal
name Pres/Presd and its later phonetic adaptation Strawberries[a]
depicted on the coat of arms of PreSov are not necessarily determinative,
the Latin name Fragopolis isonly a modern franslation.

People from Presov are traditionally known as('konare,,) which means
"horse keepers




High Tatras

The High Tatras or High Tatra Mountains, are a mountain range along the
border of northern Slov akia in the Presov Region, and southern Poland in the
Lesser Poland Voivodeship. They are a range of the Tatra Mountains chain.

OTher NOTADIE PEAKS........ooee ettt e e cee e ceessnceesssceesssseesss e ssssnsssnnnns
Krivan, 2494 meters, also called Slovakia's most beautiful mountain.

Rysy, the popular Polish—=Slovak summit border crossing. Rysy has three peaks:
the middle at 2,503 meters; the north-western at 2,499 meters; and the south-
eastern at 2,473 meters. The north-western peak is the highest point of Poland.

Slavkovsky stit, 2452 meters tall, within the Tatra National Park, Slovakia.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kriv%C3%A1%C5%88_(peak)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rysy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavkovsk%C3%BD_%C5%A1t%C3%ADt

